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WALT WHITMAN CLUSTER
	■ CLUSTER PLANNING ISSUES

The Westbard Sector Plan was adopted in 2016. This plan provides 
for an additional 135 townhouse, 487 multi-family mid-rise, and 
516 multi-family high-rise units. It is anticipated the plan will take 
20–30 years to build-out. The pace of construction will be market 
driven. Additional information can be found at the following 
link: https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/communities/
downcounty/planwestbard/.

PLANNING ISSUE:  On March 28, 2023, the Board of Education 
approved the boundary study scope to create the service area for 
the reopening of Charles W. Woodward High School. The scope of 
the boundary study included the following high schools: Bethesda 
Chevy-Chase, Montgomery Blair, Albert Einstein, Walter Johnson, 
John F. Kennedy, Northwood, Wheaton, and Walt Whitman. The 
scope also included the following middle schools: Argyle, Eastern, A. 
Mario Loiederman, Newport Mill, North Bethesda, Parkland, Thomas 
W. Pyle, Odessa Shannon, Silver Creek, Silver Spring International, 
Sligo, Takoma Park, Tilden, and Westland. No elementary schools 
were included in the boundary study.

PLANNING ISSUE:  On March 28, 2023, the Board of Education 
approved the boundary study scope to create the service area for 
the reopening of Charles W. Woodward High School. The scope of 
the boundary study included the following high schools: Bethesda 
Chevy-Chase, Montgomery Blair, Albert Einstein, Walter Johnson, 
John F. Kennedy, Northwood, Wheaton, and Walt Whitman. The 
scope also included the following middle schools: Argyle, Eastern, A. 
Mario Loiederman, Newport Mill, North Bethesda, Parkland, Thomas 
W. Pyle, Odessa Shannon, Silver Creek, Silver Spring International, 
Sligo, Takoma Park, Tilden, and Westland. No elementary schools 
were included in the boundary study.

As part of the adopted FY 2025–2030 CIP, the completion date for 
the Northwood High School project was delayed one-year due to 
an extension of the construction timeline. As a result of Northwood 
High School remaining at Charles W. Woodward High School, its 
holding facility, for one additional year, the comple-
tion date for the reopening of Charles W. Woodward 
High School is August 2027. On March 19, 2024, the 
Board of Education adopted a revised timeline for the 
boundary study. 

The Board of Education took action on March 26, 2026 
to approve the boundaries which will begin implemen-
tation in the 2027-2028 school year, corresponding 
with the reopening date of Charles W. Woodward HS 
and completion date of the Northwood High School 
classroom addition and facility upgrades.

The approved boundary study is available on the MCPS website at 
the following link: www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/
facilities/boundary-study/

Due to declining enrollment the Board of Education on March 26, 
2026 approved a study for consolidation and closure along with 
a countywide elementary school boundary study along with any 
impacted secondary schools for implementation in the 2029-2030 
school year. 

	■ SCHOOLS

Burning Tree Elementary School
PLANNING STUDY: Facility planning was conducted in FY 25 to evalu-
ate either an ADA renovation project or a major capital project. The 
recommendation as part of the FY 2027-FY 2032 CIP was to design 
and construct a replacement school to be complete in August 2031. 
However the County Council delayed the project by three years and 
it is slated for completion in August 2034.

	■ Major Capital Projects 

School Project
Project 
Status* Date of Completion

Burning Tree ES Replacement Approved August 2034
Approved—Project has an approved FY 2027 appropriation in the FY  2027–2032 CIP for 
planning or construction funds.

Recommended—Project has a recommended FY 2028 appropriation in the amended FY 2027–2032 
CIP for planning or construction.

Programmed—Project has expenditures programmed in a future year of the CIP for planning 
and/or construction funds.

Proposed—Project has facility planning funds approved for a feasibility study.

WWaalltt  WWhhiittmmaann  CClluusstteerr  
AArrttiiccuullaattiioonn

Thomas W. Pyle MS

Bannockburn ES 
Bradley Hills ES 
Burning Tree ES 

Carderock Springs ES 
Wood Acres ES

WWaalltt  WWhhiittmmaann  HHSS

See Appendix V for multicolored maps of the service areas.
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PPrreelliimm..

SScchhoooollss 2266--2277 2277--2288 2288--2299 2299--3300 3300--3311 3311--3322 3322--3333 3333--3344 3344--3355 3355--3366 3366--3377 4411--4422

Walt Whitman HS Program Capacity 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216 2216

EEnnrroollllmmeenntt 11991199 11881199 11884422 11887777 11998866 11997799 11995588 11993355 11889955 11886611 11884422 11884422

Available Space 297 397 374 339 230 237 258 281 321 355 374 374

Comments

Thomas W. Pyle MS Program Capacity 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499 1499

EEnnrroollllmmeenntt 11225599 11229900 11226611 11222244 11118866 11116644 11113355 11112299 11113355 11113300 11111188 11111188

Available Space 240 209 238 275 313 335 364 370 364 369 381 381

Comments

Bannockburn ES Program Capacity 394 394 394 394 394 394 394 394 394 394 394

EEnnrroollllmmeenntt 339999 337733 337799 338855 336600 336633 336666 336633 335599 336600 335566

Available Space (5) 21 15 9 34 31 28 31 35 34 38

Comments

Bradley Hills ES Program Capacity 702 702 702 702 702 702 702 702 702 702 702

EEnnrroollllmmeenntt 444488 442277 441155 339988 339933 338833 338888 338866 338811 337788 337799

Available Space 254 275 287 304 309 319 314 316 321 324 323

Comments

Burning Tree ES Program Capacity 386 386 386 386 386 386 386 386 612 612 612

EEnnrroollllmmeenntt 445533 444477 445500 442222 443322 442200 442200 441177 441100 441100 440099

Available Space (67) (61) (64) (36) (46) (34) (34) (31) 202 202 203

Comments

Carderock Springs ES Program Capacity 440 440 440 440 440 440 440 440 440 440 440

EEnnrroollllmmeenntt 334455 334455 336611 336688 335533 336633 335588 335577 335500 335500 334499

Available Space 95 95 79 72 87 77 82 83 90 90 91

Comments

Wood Acres ES Program Capacity 766 766 766 766 766 766 766 766 766 766 766

EEnnrroollllmmeenntt 661111 664400 666611 666666 665599 665555 664400 663388 663311 662288 662266

Available Space 155 126 105 100 107 111 126 128 135 138 140

Comments

Cluster Information HS  Utilization 87% 82% 83% 85% 90% 89% 88% 87% 86% 84% 83% 83%

HS  Enrollment 1919 1819 1842 1877 1986 1979 1958 1935 1895 1861 1842 1842

MS  Utilization 84% 86% 84% 82% 79% 78% 76% 75% 76% 75% 75% 75%

MS  Enrollment 1259 1290 1261 1224 1186 1164 1135 1129 1135 1130 1118 1118

ES  Utilization 84% 83% 84% 83% 82% 81% 81% 80% 73% 73% 73%

ES  Enrollment 2256 2232 2266 2239 2197 2184 2172 2161 2131 2126 2119

See
Text

See
Text

See
Text

See
Text

PPrroojjeecctteedd  EEnnrroollllmmeenntt  aanndd  SSppaaccee  AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy
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PPrroojjeeccttiioonnss

Effects of the Superintendent's Recommended FY 2028 Capital Budget and Amendments to the FY 2027-2032 Capital Improvements Program

See
Text
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DDeemmooggrraapphhiicc  CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  SScchhoooollss

TToottaall  TTwwoo  oorr  mmoorree BBllaacckk  oorr  MMoobbiilliittyy  
SScchhoooollss EEnnrroollllmmeenntt rraacceess  %% AAffrr..  AAmmeerr..  %% AAssiiaann%% HHiissppaanniicc  %% WWhhiittee  %% FFAARRMMSS%%** EELLDD%%** RRaattee%%******
Walt Whitman HS 1919 8.5% 7.0% 15.7% 13.8% 54.9% 7.1% 2.3% 6.7%
Thomas W. Pyle MS 1259 7.9% 5.6% 16.8% 11.7% 57.8% 6.4% 3.4% 6.2%
Bannockburn ES 399 10.5% 6.0% 16.8% 8.8% 57.9% 5.7% 3.7% 7.4%
Bradley Hills ES 448 10.0% 3.3% 15.4% 10.7% 60.5% 2.9% 3.3% 3.8%
Burning Tree ES 453 7.5% 12.6% 19.4% 10.4% 49.9% 9.6% 9.0% 9.3%
Carderock Springs ES 345 14.8% 5.5% 13.6% 10.4% 55.7% 4.6% 7.4% 6.3%
Wood Acres ES 611 7.2% 7.0% 10.0% 11.8% 64.0% 9.2% 6.7% 6.8%
EElleemmeennttaarryy  CClluusstteerr  TToottaall 22225566 99..66%% 77..00%% 1144..77%% 1100..55%% 5588..11%% 66..77%% 66..11%% 55..77%%
EElleemmeennttaarryy  CCoouunnttyy  TToottaall 6677334433 66..33%% 2211..77%% 1122..88%% 3366..00%% 2233..00%% 4411..66%% 2255..55%% 1144..11%%
*Percent of students approved for Free and Reduced-priced Meals Program (FARMS) during the 2025–2026 school year.

**Percent of English Language Development students (ELD) during the 2025–2026 school year. High School students are served in regional ELD centers.

***Mobility Rate is the number of entries plus withdrawals during the 2025–2026 school year compared to total enrollment.
Notes: Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander and American Indian/Alaskan Native categories total less than 1% and were therefore excluded from the table.

Due to federal and state guidelines, demographic characteristics of schools of less than or equal to 5 students per category are reported as 0%.

22002266--22002277 22002255--22002266
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Walt Whitman HS 9-12 2216 105 95 1 3 2 4

Thomas W. Pyle MS 6-8 1499 73 69 1 3

Bannockburn ES K-5 394 20 3 2 5 10

Bradley Hills ES K-5 702 33 3 3 6 21

Burning Tree ES K-5 386 24 3 4 7 4 6

Carderock Springs ES K-5 440 24 3 3 5 10 3

Wood Acres ES K-5 766 37 3 4 9 18 1 2

SSppeecciiaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess

PPrrooggrraamm  CCaappaacciittyy  TTaabbllee

(School Year 2026–2027)

QQuuaadd  CClluusstteerr  BBaasseedd CCoouunnttyy  &&  RReeggiioonnaall  BBaasseedd
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Walt Whitman HS 1962 1992 312,270 30.7 Yes

Thomas W. Pyle MS 1962 1993 209,464 14.3

Bannockburn ES 1957 1988 54,234 8.3 2

Bradley Hills ES 1951 1984 76,745 6.7 Yes

Burning Tree ES 1958 1991 68,119 6.79 Yes 4

Carderock Springs ES 1966 2010 75,351 9

Wood Acres ES 1952 2002 96,358 4.78 Yes

*See Appendix H for relocatable use.

FFaacciilliittyy  CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  SScchhoooollss  22002266––22002277
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RReevviittaalliizzeedd//  MMaajj..  
CCaapp..  PPrroojj..  

TToottaall
SSqquuaarree
FFoooottaaggee

SSiittee
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